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An Inventory of all the Goods and Chattles*
Which Came to our Knowledge belonging to Michael
Zimmerman Deceased of Quemaboning Township Somerset
County and State of Pennsylvania and appraised by Adam

Maurer and Jacob Maurer this 27th Day of November 1823.
[Signed] Adam Maurer

* “Chattel,” or “chattels,” means personal, movable property.

A complete, annotated transcript of Michael Zimmerman's
inventory is available in the Somerset Historical Center library.
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1 Roan Horse

9| 1 Mewley* Bull
10 | 1 Black and White Spotted Mewley Cow
11 | 1 Bawl faced Mewley Do

**Mewley,"” or “muley,” means an animal with short horns.

*Like most farmers of bis time, Zimmerman needed many
different skills to keep his farm running efficiently.
He probably traded services with his neighbors, too.
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1 Bee Basket* with old Iron

*German farmers typically made coiled rye straw baskets to house their
bees — in the classic conical shape we associate with bee bives today.

48| 1 Wode Dich® with do® | 0050

**Wode" is an "interesting” way to spell “wood.”

“Dich" is probably “dish.” "Do" means ditto.

41 | 4 Pair Of Hems* & hand Iron I 00 l121/2

*"Hems" means "bames,” the balves of a borse collar in a plowing barness.

42 | 1 Doubletree* Snead* & old Iron l 00 |25
*“A doubletree” is a bitch for two horses. A “snead” may be a sned: See No.71.

1 Thribbletree* & Swingletree®

*A “thribbletree” is a tripletree, a three-borse bitch.
“Swingletree,” or singletree, means a one-horse bitch.

1 Scythe and Sned*

*A "sned,” later called a “snath,” or curved scythe bandle that makes
barvesting easier. It was a fairly new invention in the 1820s.
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*A cooper is a barrelmaker. “Tongues” means tongs.
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1 do With Cideroil*

*"Do" means ditto. We're not sure what cideroil is.

Maybe boiled down cider for making apple butter

*This may mean "stand,” a tall, narrow, straight-sided

barrel used in settling maple syrup.
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1 Coulter* & State Chain

*A sharp blade or wheel attached to the plow beam,
used to cut the ground abead of the plow.

1 Singling Keg*
*A singling keg is a type of keg used in distilling liguor.

189! 1 Flag Stand* and Still* I 30 IOO

*Flakestand, a part of the still. A still is a device for distilling liguor.
Western Pennsylvania farmers traditionally distilled enormous
quantities of rye whiskey — to drink, and to sell back east.

190| A parcel of Breek*®

*Breck is linen fibers that have already been broken down,
or scutched, but have not yet been spun into thread.

1 Table with a doughtrauph*
*Dough trough, in which bread dough was left to rise.

208 | 1 Six plate Stove and pipe* I 5 ’OO

*A six-plate stove was for beating, not cooking.




2V |1 Kogskee
w7z (s Vs ale
[P0 7" ,
7 |/ Baske!l it loaroeks .

277
Zry
f/j
720
227
222
227
22y
225

225

A
Z3¢0

i J‘ﬁél. ”

z40\/ 4?.
2;] |/ v///a,f /3801 e K /) G o o
o Sanpe arking Hod .. ol .

A A g
¥ . /Ia-/ :"'//rl/v"" ha J‘ o o ¥ ?'

‘s ey o A
| / Q»/"t/- p, e .
{ 4 /‘!{. 27 £ a - S .
o e
v
/a‘é»:;(c Colas? ™ .. ’ p
e . oles - . ve ” ‘e ‘4
/ Sa - ’

/ uuu //jl& Lea iR /J/& & ot Do (“'/{tv & i
y T ee I/'ﬁ«’e‘rn -l Mgl o9 ok

T & J’/zyﬁ c)//uuu -~ 640«/.. ETT~ » i a

rr’ /lm AP o Ja'no rios s 4o ’e

O G

/’)
7 ’wn/( o .

o s i e s e
2 olfbwse Xoil . o "
f
/ e o« » a . o » ” ‘'
/ e L. o ca ’o : G o
4 o o oo 4 P % Ly i

A

, SH ik " ‘/
/ @‘..4/4 ﬁﬁ([é J) /f_M//w.% o po
/ Ma /;fjr %x rr ‘o
ja//’ﬂ— 4#[‘/’//4 ”I’f AL s LPL. . e

! J//w

227 |2 €ogfec f57 . S
b | + o0 s oMb s Sy \ - :
| /7
67 | R - .
Z.ﬁ’?) v 3 (‘/}f( 7ePt if/‘ / /
247 | 2 ﬂ;—“ gler ST P v v @
2y |t Oe olp = - g “
y 5- /// “? "" f;"d” 6“ » i : ” o :
g~ | T TPuer of Cofhen ann Kumledy . .
/q/ ﬁ(;[/ ” o e ” " e
24 ' / éjJr/awT - ’ "
' { i 44
207’ L ¥ /?4:” ﬁf’ﬁ ,4 P /TGM”J & =
aand# ‘ o A - & » ; ” -
byl - A W . L
252 £ ”‘/“ ’ o ’ » s’ -~ "
2| 2 e U oy i -

/.

‘"




*In English currency, farthings were worth less than a
balf penny, so Americans were used to dealing in small

coins. By the time of this inventory in 1823, 1/4 penny
coins were no longer common, but appraisers continued

to note values using 1/2 & 1/4 cents.

>216 | Kitchen Dresser™

*A kitchen “dresser” was a sideboard,
with shelves above and sometimes cupboards below.

1 Japand* Coffee pot and Pitcher

*"Japand” or “Japaned” items were lacquered.
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*Figure out bow many bushels of potatoes
Michael Zimmerman bad stored for the winter.

1 Pair of Hand Irons*

* Andirons.

267 | 1 Pot Hook
268 | 1 Fier Shovel And Tongues™

*Tongs.

1 Pair of Britch Bands*

*Belly bands, part of a harness.

1 Vindzer Chair*

* A Windsor chair with a German accent!
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2 Setts of Horse Gearse*

*Harnesses.
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369| 1 Large Bible

370| 3 Psalm Books

371| 1 Hymn Book

372| 1 Prayer Book

373| 2 Testaments and 2 Spelling Books
374| 4 Small Books

375| 2 Spelling Books and a Testament*®

*The Zimmerman children may bave been bome-schooled.
With their Bible and testaments, and their psalm, bymn and
prayer books, it is likely that the family was devout.

Ay _ > 381| aTuns of Hay in the barn $6. per tun 14* — | 84

*Fourteen tons is a lot of hay! But look at all the animals listed
on the first page of Zimmerman's inventory. He would likely
have needed that much bay to get through the coming winter.
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No

384 87 Bushels of Rye* at 37!/, Cts per Bushels

*If you think most of this rye became flour for making
rye bread, look at item 189.

181 Bushels of oats® at 20 Cts per bushel

* 7 immerman's livestock ate well that winter!

409| John Faust Book [on] Account *

*This and the entries that follow list which of bis neighbors

Michael Zimmerman beld notes or bonds on (who owed him money)

410 | Joseph Bagly “ do “ do 1110
411 | George Shanafelt " do “ do 1125
412 | George Smithe “do “ do 11
413 | John Knowl “do “ do 38
414 | Jones Metzger "do " do 31
415 | Henery Flatt “do " do 50
416 | Adam Maurer* " do " do* 40

*Who was doing this inventory! “Do” means ditto.

417 | Henery over “do " do
418 | Markes Kutner [?] “do " do

419 | Simon Shafeaffer Son of Simon
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*Jacob Miller must bave been a very good friend.
Seven bundred ninety eight dollars is a big loan even today!

1 Spring Lance*

*Probably a spring-loaded device for lancing an infected wound,
or “bleeding"” someone as a treatment for various ailments.

441 ' 1 Horse Lance* 00 l25

*What is a borse lance> We are not sure, but it might be a larger
version of a spring lance, for use in treating livestock.

1 Lunk Shell*

*One of many spellings for conch shell, a seashell
used as a born to call people in from far afield.




4 88
/Y VA
Yy 6%
4 49
4 V7

#
F 4 //' ,rff)tfll:l"‘

& a> ”» n/ e
‘} 2 P (/ /1_“/A/,

y
/ _/)Aa . s 5 /!‘// .
/ 4 p
DA

4 4 7 " / >
a '/'(/)’114"‘ l"--)-./b.‘ /’ F\""l

e, ) wr -

‘{(; > - * A
£/ «
(4 4 r & < “




1 Riddy Reckner*

*A Ready Reckoner: a reference book with tables
showing various calculations.

464 | 5 turn pike Sheers*

*Shares. Zimmerman probably invested in the Stoystown
Turnpike. It ran very close to Zimmerman's land.

The value of Michael Zimmerman's “goods and chattels”
came to more than $3,200. That's about six times the value
of David Morgan's possessions. The value of their real
estate, if any, is not included in these figures.
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