WHEAT & BUCKWHEAT:

Wheat remained
important as a staple
to feed the family
and as a cash crop.
By the late 1800s,
farmers could choose
from many varieties
of wheat to plant, but
large growers in the
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Courtesy of the Science, Industry, and Business Library,
New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox, and Tilden Foundations

Somerset farmers

recalled 1859 as “The Great Buckwheat Year." A
late frost on June 9 killed orchard fruit and all the
crops already in the ground. Farmers planted all
the buckwheat they could so they would have
something to feed their families and livestock.

Buckwheat

Artwork by Mary Mullard Young, courtesy of
Birkett Mills, Penn Yan, NY
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HAY & OATS:

Hay and oats fed the farmer’s
own livestock but they were
also valuable as cash crops.
Livery stables, taverns, and
tradesmen'’s families in town
needed feed if they owned
a milk cow and horses.
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A haying scene

June, from Ballou's Pictorial, June 17, 1854.

Courtesy the Picture Collection, The Branch Libraries,
New York Public Library

From The American Farm Book, or Compendium of
American Agriculture by R L. Allen, 1858.

Courtesy of the Science, Industry, and Business Library,
New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox, and Tilden Foundations
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James cut off corn.
Francis Cable, Shade Township, 1877 o\

CORN:

A dramatic rise in corn
production after 1850
was probably due to
selective breeding.
Hardier strains of corn
resisted the early frosts
that were common at
higher elevations. In
1850, fewer than ten
percent of farmers in
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A market for potatoes

From the Somerset Herald & Whig,
POTATOES: December 7, 1864

In 1865, H.D. Coleman of Somerset sold at least
four types of seed potatoes:

"Goodrich Seedlings, Chila Garnet, Cuzco, and
Pink Eye Rusty Coats, 'warranted not to rot”.

The price was $2.50 per bushel in
the fall, “from 50 cts to $1 less than

they can be bought for in the spring.”

Peeling potatoes, 1800s

From Sauerkraut Yankees, Pennsylvania-
German Foods and Foodways by
William Woys Weaver, 1983.

Courtesy of the University of Pennsylvania Press
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